Commonly used Symbols and their definitions.  Other symbols or definitions may be defined in a given circumstance.

a - acceleration

Ah – horizontal eddy diffusivity

Av, Az – vertical eddy diffusivity

c – wave phase speed

C - (Celsius

D – dynamic height, or total water depth

E – evaporation

f – inertial frequency 

F - (Fahrenheit; Force

Ffr – frictional forces

g – gravitational acceleration

h, H – ocean depth

i,j,k – unit vector directions

m - mass

M2 - semidiurnal lunar tidal constituent, period = 12.42 hours

p – pressure

P – precipitation

PT – potential temperature

R – river runoff

S – salinity

S2 – semidiurnal solar tidal constituent, period = 12 hours

T - temperature

t - time

u - east-west velocity component

v - north-south velocity component

V - velocity
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- velocity vector

w  - vertical velocity component

x - latitude

y - longitude

z - depth

( - specific volume

( - specific volume (steric) anomaly

( - sea level

( - potential temperature; also latitude in 
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( - molecular diffusivities for heat and salt

( - dynamic viscosity

( - kinematic viscosity

( - density

( - seawater density, where 1000 kg/m3 has been subtracted; bottom-following vertical coordinate

(( - density calculated with in situ salinity, potential temperature, and pressure = 0, minus 1000 kg/m3
(t - density of seawater calculated with in situ salinity and temperature, but pressure equal to zero, rather than the in situ pressure and 1000 kg/m3 is subtracted

 - wind stress

((t - gravitational tidal potential

( - earth’s rotation rate
( - frequency
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